
On December 15, 2000, USARSA closed its doors after a dignified ceremony before Ridgway Hall at Fort Benning.
USARSA trained 45,331 students while located in Panama and an additional 14,540 students during the final 15 years at
Fort Benning, Georgia.  The Helicopter School Battalion counts 1861 trained students under the USARSA flag.100   Louis
Caldera, Secretary of the Army, explained that “the decision to close the US Army School of the Americas was a difficult
one because the school and its graduates have done so much to foster a spirit of cooperation throughout the hemisphere.
But as our region turns to face the new challenges of the 21st Century, it is time to move forward by closing one successful
chapter in the story of our cooperation and mutual interchange, and open a new and different one.  This new institute will
provide the necessary training to assist the nations of Latin America to fulfill their peace process commitments and to help
democracy take root and flourish in this new century.”101  The defeat of the Communist revolution and the dramatic transi-
tion to civilian democracies throughout the hemisphere are testimony to the long-term efforts of the soldiers, statesmen, and
diplomats who emulated the motto of the U.S. Army School of the Americas through the difficult years of the Cold War
and its immediate aftermath –

The last Command and General Staff Officer Course to graduate from the
U.S. Army School of the Americas -- 8 December 2000.

32



Mr. Leuer is a 1982 graduate of the now defunct Balboa High School, Republic of
Panama.  He received his BA in Natural Science from St. John’s University at
Collegeville, Minnesota in 1986.  Upon graduation, Mr. Leuer served as a volunteer
in the U.S. Peace Corps in Guatemala, Central America.  Mr. Leuer returned to the
U.S. and, in 1988, entered the civil service joining the staff of the U.S. Army School
of the Americas.  He currently serves as the Chief of Training Management Division.
In 1992, Mr. Leuer was awarded a Master’s degree in International Relations from
Troy State University, Troy, Alabama.  Since 1995, he has been an Adjunct Profes-
sor of Political Science for the university systems of both Georgia and Alabama.

Acknowledgements

I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all those who contributed to this story.  The valuable  input of
these individuals helped make this work a much better account than the one that originally flowed from my pen.

First, I would like to thank those former commandants who responded to my query for information concerning
their tenures and who validated what I had written about them.  Col. Cecil Himes provided pictures from his personal
archives and offered additional details concerning the commandant’s role while the school was in Panama.  Brig. Gen.
Henry Muller provided clear insight into the politically charged atmosphere existing while he was commanding the school.
Col. “Biff” DePalo, now a Ph.D., was helpful during the editing of the final draft and ensured that his role was properly
chronicled.  Col. Jose Feliciano’s support for this endeavor helped clarify certain details that were not completely docu-
mented.  Col. Roy Trumble personally dropped by to discuss the friction-filled period of his reign to ensure the story would
be recounted accurately.

Special commendation goes to Col. Glenn Weidner as he was responsible for assigning me the mission and giving
me the time to write this story.  He was instrumental in editing the story and providing the appropriate words to convey the
right message.  He also contributed greatly to telling the history of the school from his knowledge base and experiences
while working in the Inter-American defense system.  Col. Ken LaPlante, working on the Army Staff, facilitated efforts
to gain consent for the publication of this account and provided information concerning his long-standing association with
the school.

No history of USARSA would be complete without the input of the long-time civilian employees that have served,
dutifully, since the beginning.  Mr. Walter Santamaría’s input allowed me to add color to the story, while Mr. Mauricio
Lawson’s expert knowledge of the Panama Canal area helped clarify many facts and provided little-known details.  Their
work, and that of the other professional translators at the school, has allowed this story to be told in both English and
Spanish in order to reach our Latin American audience as well.

I thank my long time “Zonian” counterpart and friend, Gus Miskovsky, who provided much needed focus when
describing the early years of Panama and the development of the canal.  Also deserving of thanks is Ms. Amanda Sallese
who proofread the initial version and helped me develop the tempo and style of the story.

I would also like to thank any others who have had a part in preparing  this story.  Success is seldom through one’s
singular or isolated efforts, and all contributions have been duly noted.  I hope this exposé assists the reader in gaining a
better understanding of the U.S. Army School of the Americas and its role in United States-Latin American affairs.

Joe Leuer
October 24, 2000

33



END NOTESEND NOTESEND NOTESEND NOTESEND NOTES

1 McCullough, David, The Path Between the Seas: The Creation of the Panama Canal 1870-1914, pp 35-40.
2 Ibid, pp 367-379
3Internet,http:/junglefighter.panamanow.net/html/history.htm, Fort Sherman/JOTC History, p 1.
4 Latin American Ground School 1948-1949 Course Catalog, Section 1, pp. 1-6.
5 Ibid, Section 2, pp 1-6.
6 Ibid, Section 3-6, pp 3-19.
7 Report, Fort Gulick Analysis of Construction, Fiscal Year 1940 through Fiscal Year 1946 Inclusive, Exhibit I, p 56.
8 USARCARIB School, 1960-61 Course Catalog, p 8.
9 USARCARIB School, 1958 Course Catalog.
10 Ibid.
11 Ibid.
12 USARCARIB School, 1960-61 Course Catalog, p 7.
13 Ibid.
14 Star & Herald, Panama, R.P., April 6, 1961, U.S. to Set Up Guerrilla War School in C.Z.
15 Ibid.
16 USARCARIB School, 1962 Supplemental Course Catalog, p 10.
17 USARSA 1964 Course Catalog, p. 18.
18 USARCARIB School, 1962 Supplemental Course Catalog, pp. 5-7.
19 USARSA 1964 Course Catalog, p. vi.
20 Ibid, p. ix.
21 Internet,http:/junglefighter.panamanow.net/html/history.htm,Fort Sherman/JOTC History, p 3.
22 Leuer, Joseph C., Information Paper, School of the Americas and U.S. Foreign Policy Attainment in Latin America, p 3.
23 Ibid, p 3.
24 USARSA student records.
25 USARSA 1976 Course Catalog, pp 5-9.
26 Memorandum (Confidential), HQDA, December 11, 1979, subject:  Internationalization of the U.S. Army School of the Americas (USARSA).
27 Fact Sheet, HQDA, February 11, 1980, subject: Future of USARSA.
28 Fact Sheet, HQDA, September, 25 1979, subject: Panamanian Comments Concerning the Future of USARSA.
29 Message (Confidential), HQDA, 281430Z September 1983, subject: Draft Note Verbale re Pan American Institute.
30 Message (Confidential), State, 041503Z, April 4, 1984, subject: Proposed U.S.-Panama Agreement Concerning U.S. Army Schooling.
31 Message (Confidential), Chief of Staff of Army, 162359Z May 1983, subject: USARSA Negotiations.
32 U.S. Army, English Translation of April 1979 TASS news release.
33 Gorman, Paul F., Letter to General Manuel Noriega, August 3, 1984.
34 Memorandum, USARSA, August 21, 1984, subject:  Future of USARSA
35 Message, Secretary of the Army, 231530 October 1984, subject:  Announcement of USARSA Relocation
36 USARSA 1986 Course Catalog, p 5.
37 Ibid, p 6.
38 Letter of Instruction No. 85-1, USASAALA,  subject:  Phase V:  Movement of USARSA from Panama to Fort Benning, GA.
39 Memorandum, USARSO, September 25, 1985, subject:  USARSA Permanent Selection Site.
40 Memorandum (Secret), HQDA, 1981, subject:  Short Term Out-of-Country Training for El Salvadoran Military.
41 Message (Secret), Chief of Staff of the Army, 191830Z May 1982, subject: Small Unit Training.
42 Memorandum (Secret/No Forn), USASAALA, MOLA-SA, March 11, 1981, subject:  Security Assistance Training.
43 Message (Secret), Chief of Staff of the Army, 312130Z March 1982, subject:  Meeting with BG Gutierrez on March 5, 1982.
44 U.S. Government Accounting Office, Report GAO/NSIAD-91-166 for Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, April 23, 1993, subject: El Salvador Military Assistance
has Helped Counter but not Overcome the Insurgency, p 31.
45 Message (Secret), HQDA, 1619312 June 1980, subject:  Military Intelligence Training.
46 USARSA student records.
47 Memorandum (Secret), Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Intelligence, ATSD(IO)/TFB,  October 1, 1991, subject:  Investigation of Training
Manuals – Visit to USSOUTHCOM, SOCSO, USARSO, and 470th MI BDE, Panama.
48 Ibid.
49 Minutes, 1983 Conference of the American Armies, Caracas, Venezuela.
50 USARSA 1986 Course Catalog, p. 3.
51 Ibid, p 11.
52 USARSA 1988 Course Catalog, p 13.
53 USARSA 1990 Course Catalog, p 1.
54 Ibid, p 5.
55 Message, TRADOC, ATCS, 011800Z April 1990, subject:  Parachute Positions.
56 SOA 1991 Course Catalog, p 1.
57 USARSA 1990 Course Catalog, pp. 4-5.
58 SOA 1991 Course Catalog, pp. i-ii
59 USARSA student records.
60 SOA 1992 Course Catalog, p 1.
61 SOA 1993 Course Catalog, p ii.
62 USARSA student records.
63 Ibid
64 SOA 1993 Course Catalog, p 3.
65 Memorandum, USARSA, ATZL-SAD-CD, June 22, 1993, subject:  Trip Report, Human Rights Training, May 16-18, 1993.
66 Memorandum, USARSA, June 8, 1992, subject:  Department of Defense School of the Americas (DODSOA) Concept Paper.

34



67 Briefing Slides for DODSOA Concept Plan, ODCSOPS, January 12, 1993.
68 Message, HQDA, DAMO-SSM, 151329Z January 1993, subject:  School of the Americas.
69 Memorandum, TRADOC, April 14, 1993, Subject:  DOD School of the Americas Proposal.
70 USARSA Student Records.
71 SOA 1993 Course Catalog.
72 Memorandum, USARSA, ATZB-SAD-CD, September 21, 1993, subject: Human Rights Certification Course Training, October 4-5, 1993.
73 Certificate of Charter, Chief of Infantry, September 13, 1994, signed by Gen. Frederick Franks.
74 Memorandum, USARSA, ATZB-SAD-T, November 6, 1996, subject:  Update on the SOA 2000 Inter-Agency Working Group Activities.
75 Congressional Record.
76 Memorandum, Secretary of the Army, November 4, 1996, subject:  Designation of Responsibilities for School of the Americas Issues.
77 Ibid.
78 Clinton, William, The White House, June 14 and December 6, 1996, Letters from President Clinton to Rep. Joseph Kennedy supporting the U.S. Army
School of the Americas.
79 Memorandum, USARSA, ATZB-SAD-T, December 20, 1995, subject: School of the Americas (SOA) and the United States Security Strategy for the
Americas.
80 Ibid.
81 Clinton, William J. and Perry, William J., Defense Ministerial of the Americas, Williamsburg VA, July 24-26, 1995.
82 Memorandum, USARSA, ATZB-SAD-T, December 5, 1995, subject: Course Cost Analysis Meeting, November 29-30, 1995.
83 USARSA Student Records.
84 Memorandum, USARSA, ATZB-SAD-M, February 27, 1995, subject: Commandant’s Briefing for the Army Campaign Plan for the School of the Americas

(SOA).
85 SOA 1996 Course Catalog.
86 Memorandum, Board of Visitors, July 8, 1996, subject:  Initial Report of the Board of Visitors.
87 Harrington, Anthony S., Intelligence Oversight Board, June 28, 1996, Report on the Guatemala Review, p 32.
88 Memorandum, DOD IG, October 17, 1996, subject:  Evaluation of Training of Foreign Military Personnel (Project 70I-9009).
89 Policy and Oversight Report, DOD IG, November 14, 1997, Report Number PO 98-601, Evaluation Report on Training of Foreign Military Personnel –
Phase II:  School of the Americas.
90 Columbus Ledger-Enquirer, September 27, 1998, p 1.
91 Booklet, U.S. Military Academy, West Point, N.Y., May 2, 1998, School of the Americas Academic Workshop.
92 USARSA 2000-2001 Course Catalog.
93 Memorandum, USARSA, ATZB-SAD-T, December 15, 1999, subject: MOI—Course Implementation Brief.
94 DOD, DUSA-IA, January 2000, subject:  Report on the U.S. Army School of the Americas, pp ii-iii.
95 DA IG, December 4, 1998, Follow-up Assessment on the U.S. Army School of the Americas.
96 Taylor, Michael, San Francisco Chronicle, November 20, 1999, U.S. to Seek New Image for Much Criticized School of the Americas.
97 Myers, Steven L., New York Times, May 20, 2000, Army Training School to Rise Again, Recast But Unmoved.
98 Congressional Record.
99 Myers, Steven L., New York Times, May 20, 2000, Army Training School to Rise Again, Recast But Unmoved.
100 USARSA Student Records.
101 Caldera, Louis, Military Review, Hispano-American Edition, September-October 2000.

35





UN CANTO DE AMISTADUN CANTO DE AMISTADUN CANTO DE AMISTADUN CANTO DE AMISTADUN CANTO DE AMISTAD
DE BUENA VECINDADDE BUENA VECINDADDE BUENA VECINDADDE BUENA VECINDADDE BUENA VECINDAD

UNIDOS NOS TENDRA ENTERNAMENTEUNIDOS NOS TENDRA ENTERNAMENTEUNIDOS NOS TENDRA ENTERNAMENTEUNIDOS NOS TENDRA ENTERNAMENTEUNIDOS NOS TENDRA ENTERNAMENTE
POR NUESTRA LIBERTADPOR NUESTRA LIBERTADPOR NUESTRA LIBERTADPOR NUESTRA LIBERTADPOR NUESTRA LIBERTAD

POR NUESTRA LIBERTADPOR NUESTRA LIBERTADPOR NUESTRA LIBERTADPOR NUESTRA LIBERTADPOR NUESTRA LIBERTAD
DEBEMOS VIVIR GLORIOSAMENTEDEBEMOS VIVIR GLORIOSAMENTEDEBEMOS VIVIR GLORIOSAMENTEDEBEMOS VIVIR GLORIOSAMENTEDEBEMOS VIVIR GLORIOSAMENTE

UN SIMBOLO DE PAZ ALUMBRARA EL VIVIRUN SIMBOLO DE PAZ ALUMBRARA EL VIVIRUN SIMBOLO DE PAZ ALUMBRARA EL VIVIRUN SIMBOLO DE PAZ ALUMBRARA EL VIVIRUN SIMBOLO DE PAZ ALUMBRARA EL VIVIR
DE TODO EL CONTINENTE AMERICANODE TODO EL CONTINENTE AMERICANODE TODO EL CONTINENTE AMERICANODE TODO EL CONTINENTE AMERICANODE TODO EL CONTINENTE AMERICANO

FUERZA DE OPTIMISMOFUERZA DE OPTIMISMOFUERZA DE OPTIMISMOFUERZA DE OPTIMISMOFUERZA DE OPTIMISMO
FUERZA DE HERMANDADFUERZA DE HERMANDADFUERZA DE HERMANDADFUERZA DE HERMANDADFUERZA DE HERMANDAD

SERA ESTE EL CANTO DE BUENA VECINDADSERA ESTE EL CANTO DE BUENA VECINDADSERA ESTE EL CANTO DE BUENA VECINDADSERA ESTE EL CANTO DE BUENA VECINDADSERA ESTE EL CANTO DE BUENA VECINDAD
ARGENTINA, BRASIL Y BOLIVIAARGENTINA, BRASIL Y BOLIVIAARGENTINA, BRASIL Y BOLIVIAARGENTINA, BRASIL Y BOLIVIAARGENTINA, BRASIL Y BOLIVIA

COLOMBIA, CHILE Y ECUADORCOLOMBIA, CHILE Y ECUADORCOLOMBIA, CHILE Y ECUADORCOLOMBIA, CHILE Y ECUADORCOLOMBIA, CHILE Y ECUADOR
URUGUAY, VENEZUELA, HONDURASURUGUAY, VENEZUELA, HONDURASURUGUAY, VENEZUELA, HONDURASURUGUAY, VENEZUELA, HONDURASURUGUAY, VENEZUELA, HONDURAS

GUATEMALA Y EL SALVADORGUATEMALA Y EL SALVADORGUATEMALA Y EL SALVADORGUATEMALA Y EL SALVADORGUATEMALA Y EL SALVADOR
COSTA RICA Y NICARAGUACOSTA RICA Y NICARAGUACOSTA RICA Y NICARAGUACOSTA RICA Y NICARAGUACOSTA RICA Y NICARAGUA

HAITÍ Y EL PARAGUAYHAITÍ Y EL PARAGUAYHAITÍ Y EL PARAGUAYHAITÍ Y EL PARAGUAYHAITÍ Y EL PARAGUAY
NORTE AMÉRICA, MÉJICO Y PERÚNORTE AMÉRICA, MÉJICO Y PERÚNORTE AMÉRICA, MÉJICO Y PERÚNORTE AMÉRICA, MÉJICO Y PERÚNORTE AMÉRICA, MÉJICO Y PERÚ

SANTO DOMINGO Y PANAMÁSANTO DOMINGO Y PANAMÁSANTO DOMINGO Y PANAMÁSANTO DOMINGO Y PANAMÁSANTO DOMINGO Y PANAMÁ
SON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTADSON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTADSON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTADSON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTADSON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTAD

SON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTADSON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTADSON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTADSON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTADSON HERMANOS SOBERANOS DE LA LIBERTAD

HIMNO DE LAS AMÉRICASHIMNO DE LAS AMÉRICASHIMNO DE LAS AMÉRICASHIMNO DE LAS AMÉRICASHIMNO DE LAS AMÉRICAS


